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Summary
Scientists in Florida have led the world in both historical research to understand the ecological functions
of mangroves, and development and implementation of management plans to prevent destruction and
loss. Names such as Lugo, Snedaker, Odum and Heald are found on all the original published research
done largely in Florida and the Caribbean. Florida scientists are still called upon to provide lessons on
such subjects as “Ecological Mangrove Restoration” (EMR) worldwide. That is the GOOD NEWS. The
BAD NEWS is that most of that research is now largely being ignored by State of Florida coastal managers, leaving the 93% of Florida’s 588,434 acres of mangroves in public ownership subject to potential
“heart attacks” from poorly managed ecohydrology resulting from historical land use changes, and wasted public funds on piece-meal and often failed restoration projects.
We have the potential to move into a new era of GOOD NEWS again for Florida’s mangroves with EMR
education centered around Florida Gulf Coast University and the Everglades Wetland Research Park
utilizing case studies on successful management and restoration within the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. As usual, money is needed to make these efforts work. A plea for support of these
issues will be made with supporting science on how to prevent mangrove ecosystem “heart attacks.”
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